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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

I introduce to you, our new Student Senior Leadership team. 
 

 
 
 

As you can see I was honoured to interview the four prospective Head Girls this Friday, with the outgoing Head Girl helping 
me. 
 

What an amazing group of young women; I always write down a few handy hints for interview from them. 
 

Congratulations to all of our new Student Senior Leadership Group, but an especial well done to Efe Donkor, our new Head 
Girl!! 
 

I look forward to working with all of them - they have big shoes to fill.  Thank you to Amelie and her team for their sterling 
service in their year as our leadership team. 
 

Penny Johnson 
Headteacher 

 

Inspiring Ambition, 

Achieving Excellence 
Friday 22

nd

 March 2024 

Front Row: 
Head Girl – Efe Donkor & a very proud Mrs Johnson 

Back Row (left to right): 
Timi Akinremi – Deputy Headgirl; Sophie Pasztor – Senior Prefect; 

Mishri Patel – Deputy Headgirl; Arshjot Kaur – Senior Prefect; 
Isabelle Gardner – Deputy Headgirl 



 

College Avenue, Grays, RM17 5UX Tel: 01375 376173 www.graysconvent.school E-mail: admin@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

 
 
The Year 9 Team representing our school 
at Thurrock Next Top Boss Award 
afternoon were highly praised for their 
entry in the Borough-wide business 
competition. 
 
Sadly we were pipped at the post by St 
Cleres and The Olive Academy, but Trunk 

Logistics were so impressed by all of the entries that they will be coming into the 
school to pick the brains of our team of girls for their ideas.  This will be a great 
opportunity for this wonderful team of Year 9 students to add value to their CV’s 
and even the Mayor congratulated the students on their efforts. 
 

 
 
Well done to the TNTB team members, we are so proud of you all: 
 

Siyona Chandrawat 
Sania Raza 
Winna Koho 

Princess Aninakwa 
Oludamilola Awogbile 

Elizabeth kassim 
Connie Driver 
Carys Walton 

Ms Boller 
 
 

 
 
Congratulations to all the girls who took 
part in the RE word challenge in last 
week's newsletter.  All Participants will 
be awarded Achievement Points.  With 
the most points going to the winner, 
Kaitlyn Weir. 
 
She managed to make 78 words using 
the letters in Transubstantiation! 
 
Hopefully your daughter was able to 
explain to you that Transubstantiation 
is the belief that the bread and wine 
given at mass change in substance to 
become the body and blood of Christ. 

Mrs Gardner 
 

 

 
Can we stress how important it is for 
you to have activated your daughter’s 
ParentPay account.  It allows you to 
purchase equipment for your daughter 
when needed, and pay for trips and 
events – if you do not activate your 
ParentPay account, your daughter 
could miss out on taking part in these 
trips and events, as we can only take 
payment for trips and events via 
ParentPay. 
 
With regards to trips, we always give a 
deadline for payment, and these 
deadlines must be met otherwise your 
daughter will not be able to go on the 
trip. 
 
If you do not have a copy of your 
ParentPay activation letter then please 
contact Mrs Wood at: 
woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

Finance Office 

Congratulations Little Trunkies! RE Word Competition 

ParentPay Accounts 

mailto:woodj@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk
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This week we have 3 fantastic students who have reached in 
excess of 400 achievement points.  Many congratulations to: 
 

Eniayo Abodunrin 7.9 
Elizabeth Kassim 9D 

Winna Koho 9D 
 

The students received their Silver Award in their Year 
assembly to a rapturous applause from the students. 
 

 
 
Another bumper week for the Bronze award with Year 8 
students taking the lead this week.  Many congratulations to 
the following students: 
 

Ruby Godden 7.13 
Mercy Fagbemi 8D 

Millie-Anne Mansfield 8D 
Sayeema Yeasmin 8D 

Portia Gillard 8E 
Ayat Mustafa 8E 
Wishma Rai 8E 
Lyna Shaikh 8E 
Sasha Bailey 8L 

Isabelle Barker 8L 
Keira Harris 8L 

Roula Kanarachos-Freese 8L 
Julia Szymkowska 8L 
Mia McCaffrey 8M 

Luka Pranskaityte 8M 
Chantelle Ritchie 8M 
Raeliegh Adamah 9L 
Sarina Di Nonno 9L 
Joanna Okello 9M 
Erin Bettis 10.23 
Joleen John 10.23 
Efe Donkor 10.25 

Viana Selimi 10.27 
 

A huge well done to all of the students. 
Mrs Bishop 

 
 
The RE Oscars were announced last week in Mrs Collis Year 
10 RE class with the following girls receiving an award for 
outstanding performance in recent assessments. 
 
Well done to: Erin Bettis, Samira Wadud, Sophie Pasztor, and 
Isabelle Gardener! 
 

 
 

 
Mrs Collis 

Silver Deputy Headteacher’s Award 

Bronze Assistant Headteacher’s Award 

RE Dept have their own Oscars! 
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We are pleased to announce that the Student of the Month Awards for February 2024 have been chosen, and the awardees 
are as follows: 

Year 7 
 

Name Award for: 

Daisy Wilsher Computer Science 

Alicja Balu Design & Technology 

Ammara Zaheer Drama 

Ella Clifford English 

Dollie Mansi Food 

Aishat Ojikutu Geography 

Phoebe Bettis History 

Adriana Prasath Maths 

Angela Ramuzi PE 

Joanne Dokunmu RE 

Gabriel Simkute Spanish 

 
Year 8 
 

Name Award for: 

Mariam Abdulyeqeen Computer Science 

Sara Visanu Design & Technology 

Maheera Burhan Drama 

Julia Szmkowska English 

Elizabeth Roy Food 

Fatima Yasir French 

Marissa Mudzuri Geography 

Alexia Draghici History 

Luka Pranskaityte Maths 

Dara Ade-Oduwale PE 

Iteoluwakiishi Oluyede RE 

Katherine Shane Spanish 

 
Year 9 

 

Name Award for: 

Nisam Limbu Computer Science 

Maja Baluka Design & Technology 

Rhoda Mensah Drama 

Nusiratu Ojikutu English 

Dhimitra Papal Food 

Fauste Bukyte French 

Meena Amery Geography 

Marwa Habibi History 

Constance Diver Maths 

Ebun Isaac Momoh PE 

Nusiratu Opaniran RE 

Grace Thomas Spanish 

 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 
 

Name Award for: 

Bracken Shelley-Carroll Computer Science 

Nuha Ahmed Design & Technology 

Oluwatimilehin Akinremi Drama 

Viana Selimi English 

Aleeya Raji Food 

Themis Aw French 

Sophie Pasztor Geography 

Akunna Aaron History 

Poppy Adams Maths 

Karina Strzepka PE 

Morounfoluwa Opaniran RE 

Simone Owiredu Spanish 

 
Year 11 

 

Name Award for: 

Amelie Soong Computer Science 

Lily-May Pegrum Design & Technology 

Poppy Padmore Drama 

Gabriele Celkyte English 

Ope Lawal Food 

Nuaymah Uddin French 

Hurriyah Rashid Geography 

Bella Ruthman History 

Jessica Meshi Maths 

Gabriella Emechete PE 

Amy Sullivan RE 

Saba Sikandar Spanish 

 
All students are rewarded achievement points for being on 
or above target at each Progress Check. 
 

Student of the Month Award – February 2024 
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Year 11 Intervention 2023-2024 
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Prepare for “Excellent spelling!” at Spelling Tests, assessments and Spelling Bee! 

3 SPELLING BEE COMPETITIONS THIS YEAR 
For Year 7- Autumn Term     For Year 8 - Spring Term    For Year 9 – Summer Term 

Get ready! – Week 24 

For Year 8: Creative Writing - AMBITIOUS 
driven: (of a person) relentlessly compelled by the need to accomplish a goal; 
very hard-working and ambitious. "my husband is a driven man" 
aspiring: directing one's hopes or ambitions towards becoming a specified 
type of person.  "an aspiring artist“ 
goal-oriented: (of a person) focused on reaching a specific objective or 
accomplishing a given task; driven by purpose: goal-oriented teams of 
engineers (of a project or plan) designed to achieve desired results; targeted: 
a goal-oriented budget. 
determined: having made a firm decision and being resolved not to change 
it.  "Alina was determined to be heard" 
enterprising: having or showing initiative and resourcefulness.  "some 
enterprising engineers have started their own recycling programmes" 
focused: directing a great deal of attention, interest, or activity towards a 
particular aim.  "Darren knows what he wants and he's very focused" 
high-reaching: Reaching to a great height. Ambitious; aspiring.  With high-reaching dreams, women like her are paving the 
way for my dreams to become more and more of a reality. 
zealous: showing great energy or enthusiasm in pursuit of a cause or objective.  "he was a zealous supporter of constitutional 
and parliamentary reform" 
eager: keenly expectant or interested.  "small eager faces looked up and listened“ 
avid: extremely eager or interested: “an avid football fan” 
For Year 9 – ANALISING 
protagonist: the hero, chief character, or force in the work which the 
reader wants to succeed 
antagonist: a force or character opposing the protagonist who tries to 
stop the protagonist from reaching his desired goal 
foil: a character who serves by contrast to emphasize the qualities of 
another character 
conflict: The relationship between the protagonist and the antagonist.  
The conflict can be: 1) conflict between individuals, 2) between the 
character and circumstances between him and his goal 3) conflict of 
opposing tendencies within an individual’s mind. 
motif: It is a term for an often-repeated character, incident, idea or 
image in literature that is used to convey themes. 
ambiguity: the deliberate use of a word or expression to convey two 
or more diverse attitudes or feelings 
nonfiction: is a form of writing that is based on fact and reality; it is not 
created in the mind of the writer. 
truth: is that which conforms to fact and reality.  Truth may be either 
objective or subjective depending upon the person’s point of view. 
objective truth: The author presents situations or the characters’ 
thoughts, feelings, and actions in a detached, noncommittal manner. 
subjective truth: The author incorporates personal experiences into his 
writing or projects into the narrative his personal disposition, 
judgments, values, and feelings. 
bias: Bias occurs when an author prejudices the audience in favour of 
one side of an issue by not covering the topic fairly.  Bias should be 
avoided in nonfiction writing. 

Learn them to improve your spelling!!! 
Miss Petrova 

For Year 7 For Year 8 FOR YEAR 9 

rhyme 
rhythm 
sacrifice 

secretary 
shoulder 
signature 
sincere(ly) 

soldier 
stomach 
sufficient 

driven 
aspiring 

goal-
oriented 

determined 
enterprising 

focused 
high-

reaching 
zealous 
eager 
avid 

protagonist 
antagonist 

foil 
conflict 
motif 

ambiguity 
nonfiction 
objective 

truth 
subjective 

truth 
bias 

Spelling Bee 
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Send your subject news to 
admin@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Subject News… 

Maths Computer Science 

RE 

Maths Question of the Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submit your answer by breaktime on Monday 25th March 
in Room 21 and receive 5 Achievement points for the 
correct answer! 

Mr Amenze 

What would the output be? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Burr 

This week in Year 7, students have been learning about 
the story of how Jesus sacrificed his life for the world's 
sins and the story of Maundy Thursday.  Jesus' death was 
thoroughly explained by Miss Carson, which enlightened 
the important sacrifice Jesus made to save all of the 
world's sinners from pain and misery. 

Irene Praveen – Y7 
 

On Monday, my form and I were lucky to have the 
Chaplin, Miss Carson to teach us about Jesus’ 
resurrection and what events lead up to it.  She told us 
all about what happened in the week before Easter (Holy 
Week) and explained what happened at the Last Supper 
in detail.  The lesson was enjoyable as it was interesting 
for me to find out about the meaning behind Easter, and 
I am thankful for Miss Carson coming to teach my form 
and me. 

Alara Nalcioglu – Y7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answer: 0,1,2,3,4 

mailto:admin@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk


 

College Avenue, Grays, RM17 5UX Tel: 01375 376173 www.graysconvent.school E-mail: admin@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

 
 

Palm Sunday is the beginning of Holy Week, the holiest week of the Church year when we remember the events of Jesus’ last 
days leading up to his death and resurrection.  In the lead up to Palm Sunday we have been reflecting on the Raising of Jairus’ 
Daughter and particularly on the Raising of Lazarus who had been dead for four days.  Jesus demonstrated through these 
miracles that he was speaking the truth when he said “I am the resurrection” Jn.11:25.  He said that he himself would rise 
from the dead on the third day and that he would raise to eternal life all who believe in him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Palm Sunday 24
th
 March 2024 
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Every Class in Year 7-10 has had Lenten Reflections with the Chaplain in 
their RE lesson times to reflect on the events of Holy Week and the 
Stations of the Cross which are also displayed through the main Foyer and 
stairs. 
 

DIVINE OFFICE – LAUDS 
 
Staff and Students who have been arriving early on Friday mornings during 
Lent have been praying a simple shortened version of Lauds, the Morning 
Prayer of the Church throughout the world.  It is a service of Bible readings, 
psalms, canticles, prayers and hymns which are part of the Divine Office 
which is prayed throughout the world. See www.universalis.com 
 

HOLY WEEK BEGINS THIS PALM SUNDAY 24th MARCH 
 
We remember the events in the last week of Jesus’ life on earth leading up to his death and resurrection.  There will be no 

Mass in school on Holy Thursday, because the Mass of the Last Supper is so important that it is appropriately only celebrated 
in the evening in all parishes.  This is a most important Mass for all Roman Catholics to attend as the Eucharist is at the heart 
of our faith and worship.  Please see times of Masses below. 
 

HOLIDAYS WERE ORIGINALLY FOR CELEBRATING THE HOLY DAYS 
 
As a Catholic school we respect and support parents as the first teachers of the faith to your daughters.  May we encourage 
you to ensure that your daughters have opportunity to experience the Holy Week Services as part of your parish family at 
Church. 
 

HOLY WEEK MASS TIMES 
 

St Thomas of Canterbury Roman Catholic Church 
Palm Sunday 24th March 8.30am, 9.30am, 11am 

Holy Thursday 28th March St Peter’s at 7pm St Thomas of Canterbury at 8pm 
Good Friday 29th March St Peter’s and St Thomas of Canterbury at 3pm 
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil 30th March St Thomas of Canterbury at 8pm 

Easter Sunday 31st March St Thomas of Canterbury at 8.30am, 9.30am and 11am 
 

Please see below times of Services for Tilbury and Stanford le Hope 
 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA, DOCK ROAD, TILBURY 
AND 

OUR LADY AND ST JOSEPH, SOUTHEND ROAD, STANFORD-LE-HOPE 
 

LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE STANFORD Wednesday 20th March 7.30pm 
 

LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE TILBURY Thursday 21st March 7.30pm 
  

Lenten Reflections Years 7-10 

http://www.universalis.com/
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EASTER TRIDUUM 2024 
 
Wednesday 27th March 
11.00am Chrism Mass – Brentwood Cathedral 
 
Thursday, 28th March MAUNDY THURSDAY – TILBURY 
10.30am Morning Prayer - TILBURY 
8.00pm Evening Mass of the Last Supper followed by Adoration 
11.45pm Night Prayer 
 
Friday, 29th March GOOD FRIDAY 
10.30am Morning Prayer - TILBURY 
2.15pm Stations of the Cross - TILBURY 
3.00pm Solemn Liturgy – TILBURY 
4.15pm Stations of the Cross - STANFORD 
5.00pm Solemn Liturgy - STANFORD 
 
Saturday, 30th March 
10.30am Morning Prayer - TILBURY 
11.30am Swienconka (Blessing of Easter Food Baskets) - TILBURY 
8.00pm EASTER VIGIL – TILBURY 
 Paschal Vigil and Holy Mass 
 
Sunday, 31st March EASTER SUNDAY 
9.00am Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord - TILBURY 
11.00am Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord - STANFORD 
5.30pm Mass – STANFORD 
 
 
 

 
 
Our LSU Sisters renew their vows on Monday 25th March which is 
traditionally the Feast of the Annunciation (nine months before 
Christmas) but this year it falls during Lent. 
 
Our LSU Sisters founded our school and other schools in some of the 
poorest countries to reveal God’s love to the world.  We try to follow their 
example and ethos of unity, by imitating the union of love of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, who were united in love 
from the conception of Jesus at the Annunciation. 
 

Prayer: We ask the Immaculate Heart of Mary so favoured by God to 

pray for our LSU Sisters as they continue to serve the poor and reveal 
God’s love especially in our twin school in Tanzania.  May God bless and 
protect them and all those they serve.  We ask this in Jesus’ name Amen. 
 

LSU PRAYER: God of love and compassion, as an LSU school may we grow in loving union with you and with each other.  

Guided by your presence may we take your love to all people and cherish our planet, our common home.  Amen. 
 
God bless you and all your families through this Holy Week. 
 
I’ve requested a Mass for the intentions of all our School family on Easter Sunday and at daily Masses for a year at Aylesford 
Shrine. 

Miss Carson 
  

Praying for our LSU Sisters Monday 25
th
 March 
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Year 9 are invited to the Flame Congress 2025 bookings open now 
See bcys.net/events and see the Chaplain for further information. 

 
 

Flame is returning Saturday 15th March 2025 
 
Following the great success of Flame 2023, where over 1000 young people from the Diocese joined the crowd of 8000 in 
Wembley Arena for a full day event full of energy, prayer, joy and hope, with content that is ideal for young people from Year 
10 to Year 13 in 2025. 
 
Full of inspiring speakers from all around the world, representatives from a number of organisations, award winning 
musicians and so much more.  Adenike will be back again and also One Hope Project. 
 
You can follow the Flame Congress on Instagram. 
For further information see bcys.net 
 
Tickets cost £34 each but if we book now we could get them cheaper at £29, but it is first come first served, when they’ve 
gone they’ve gone.  Tickets are non-refundable, (you don’t get your money back).  We would be travelling by train, so 
students would buy their own train tickets, which is cheaper than travelling by coach.  We are looking to see if the school can 
help towards the cost, but we need to know how many would like to go this event.  If your daughter would like to go please 
ask her to see the Chaplain at the start of next half term. It is a particularly good opportunity for anyone who may be thinking 
of receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 
God bless you in this holy season of Lent and have a lovely half term. 

Miss Carson 

Flame Saturday – 15
th
 March 2025 
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At Grays Convent our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mrs Collis, and our Safeguarding Officers are Mrs Wells and Mrs 
Bishop.  Students can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the school day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Collis 
 

 
 

 
Mr Burr 

 

Pope Francis – Tweet of the Week 

 

Safeguarding our Children at Grays Convent 

Internet Safety Tip – TikTok 

 

Worried about a child? 
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns.  Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent. 

• Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

• Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. 

• Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a child needs immediate 
protection. 

• Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk 

• NSPCC 0808 800 5000 www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/nspcc
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Monday 25th to Thursday 28th 
March 

Year 9 Options Taster Programme (and continues after Easter) Year 9 

Tuesday 26th March Year 9 Options Evening Year 9 & Parents 

Thursday 28th March Early Finish for Easter Holidays Whole School 
Friday 29th March to 

Friday 12th April 
Easter Holidays Whole School 

Tuesday 2nd, Wednesday 
3rd & Thursday 4th April 

Easter Revision Classes Year 11 

Monday 15th April Students return for 8:25am – Summer Term Whole School 
Monday 15th to Friday 19th April Year 9 Options Taster Programme (continues) Year 9 

 
 

Extra-Curricular Sports Timetable: From: 3:30-4:30 

 

Key Dates and Events 
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