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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope you enjoy your Bank Holiday break on Monday.  Remember not to send your girls into school and, maybe some sunshine 
will come out following this seasonal week of every weather!  Welcome to May, but as my grandmother used to remind me 
‘Cast not a clout till May is out’!  This comes from an old English proverb if you didn’t know, ‘clout’ means clothes; so don’t 
take those winter clothes off until the end of May! 
 
May however is also very important to Catholics as we dedicate the month of May to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the mother of 
Jesus.  This custom goes back centuries, and May was chosen as it is the start of new growth.  Each day has special devotions 
and we especially pray the Rosary each day at this time.  If you are as old as me, you may remember dancing around a maypole 
and making garlands!  I also remember my grandmother telling me that she and her sister used to rush out to wash their faces 
in the dew on May Day, as they would have a beautiful complexion all year round.  And they did! 
 

On the 1st May we crowned Mary’s statue at the front of the school.  This statue is one that 
portrays Bernadette at Lourdes seeing the vision of Mary.  It was given to the school a long 
time ago by the family of a girl who came here, and it was in the Convent at the end of the 
road, when it wasn’t private housing.  It survived a great 
storm in 1987, and none of the trees that fell touched her.  
When the Convent closed in 2016 we moved her here at 
the school.  I say a prayer to her every morning as I come 
into the school. 
 
The second wooden statue is in the foyer and this came 
from the Convent that is now housing at the end of the 
road too and the plaque underneath it reminds us of our 
LSU heritage and of the sisters who lived there and here. 
 
I was taught when I was young that each time I said a Hail 

Mary that I was giving Mary a beautiful rose and that each complete Rosary makes her a 
crown of roses.  This is why we crown Mary with roses in May.  The rose is the queen of 
flowers, and so saying the prayers of the Rosary is the rose of all devotions to Mary.  You can 
listen to my assembly here, if you’d like to: https://youtu.be/CLOSFzKxgzI?si=Gldt1pafX_r6BrQL 
 
We would like to thank the Year 7 parents/carers 
who attended the Year 7 Parents’ Evening last night, 
where the feedback was very positive, as you can see 
in the adjacent table. 
 
Wishing you peace over this long weekend.  Girls 
return to school on Tuesday 7th May at the usual 
time. 
 
Penny Johnson 
Headteacher 

 
 

Inspiring Ambition, 

Achieving Excellence 
Friday 3

rd

 May 2024 

https://youtu.be/CLOSFzKxgzI?si=Gldt1pafX_r6BrQL
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This week the following students: 
 

Malvina Ozog 
Rensha Lewin 

Alyssa Gorte-Clarke 
 
reached in excess of 400 achievement points.  This is a 
fantastic achievement and well-deserved through their hard 
work and contribution to school life.  Mrs Collis, Deputy 
Headteacher presented the students with their Silver award. 
 

 
 
Many congratulations to the following students who have 
reached in excess of 200 achievement points this week.  The 
Bronze award was presented to the students in their 
assemblies this week. 
 

Nadia Raji 7.13 
Maria-Crina Grosu 7.4 

Malia Malanda 7.4 
Maheera Burhan 8D 
Ghaniyah Rashid 8D 

Muskan Tariq 8D 
Julia Kabzinska 8M 
Bahara Naimi 8M 
Chloe Winters 8M 

Aqsa Irfan 9D 
Demi-Leigh Simpson 9D 

Tofunmi Ajayi 9E 
Meena Amery 9E 

Tyler Vera 9E 
Mariam Chowdhury 9L 

Izabella Fagg 9L 
Yeaneevaa Koroma 9L 

Aliyyah Onufade 9L 
Marzooqah Ayilara 9M 

Amy Smith 9M 
Kehinde Odutayo 10.23 

Arshjot Kaur 10.24 
Chrystal William 10.24 

Rosie Angol 10.25 
 
Well done to all of the students. 

Mrs Bishop 

 
 
The Year 7 and 8/9 Grays Convent athletics teams took part 
in their first outdoor athletics competition at the Chelmsford 
Outdoor Athletics Cup on Tuesday 30th April.  This was the 
first time that some of our younger athletes had performed 
in an outdoor Athletics competition and it was great to have 
some new faces on the teams. 
 
In the Year 7 competition Ebere Nwachokor started the 
competition with a fantastic 100m, coming third in her heat 
with a new personal best of 14.78s.  In the 1500m Arielle 
Bourne ran a great race, finishing 10 seconds ahead of her 
last personal best, to finish in 6m35.82s.  Also impressive on 
the track for the year 7 team was Adeola Thompson, who ran 
the 70m hurdles in 14.46s, securing herself a new personal 
best. 
 
Over at the Year 8 & 9 shotput Chidera Idika threw fairly well, 
with a best throw of 9.22m, which was short of her personal 
best of 10.05m but still left her in second place at the end of 
her competition.  Winna Koho was back in action on at the 
high jump, clearing 1.30m, which is just behind her personal 
best from last season and is looking promising as she moves 
into this summer’s rounds of competition. 
 
Omotoyosi Odunbanjo stepped up due to an absent athlete, 
to tackle the 800m where she dug deep to finish in 3m10.6s 
and helped secure vital points for the team.  Well done to 
Molly Garner who ran 6m32.5s in the 1500m race, her first 
time competing against the Year 9’s! 
 
This week’s competition has given them valuable experience 
which I hope they will draw upon as we approach the English 
Schools Track and Field Cup on the 14th May.  I look forward 
to updating you all with their progress. 

 
 

Mrs Bailey 
 
 

Silver Deputy Headteacher’s Award 

Bronze Assistant Headteacher’s Award 

Year 7, 8 & 9 

Chelmsford Outdoor Athletic Cup 

The Year 7, 8/9 Athletics Team at 
Chelmsford Athletic Track 
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We are pleased to announce that the Student of the Month Awards for March 2024 have been chosen, and the awardees 
are as follows: 

Year 7 
 

Name Award for: 

Elise Esseku Art 

Malvina Ozog Computer Science 

Alara Nalcioglu Design & Technology 

Kyra Tubman Drama 

Emile Perskaudaite English 

Racheal Ogunkeye Food 

Jean-Louise Bull French 

Wania Ali Geography 

Elise Esseku History 

Myleene Pham Maths 

Adeola Thompson PE 

Francisca Azevedo RE 

Amara Zaheer Science 
 

Year 8 
 

Name Award for: 

Luka Pranskaityte Art 

Eve Boateng Computer Science 

Molly Garner Design & Technology 

Elizabeth Roy Drama 

Tia Buta English 

Tia Gize-Uwakwe Food 

Naomi Vera French 

Bianca Ungheanu Geography 

Fatima Yasir History 

Caroline Appiah Maths 

Emma Holmes PE 

Caroline Appiah RE 

Iteoluwakiishi Oluyede Science 

Oluwasindara Ade-Oduwale Spanish 
 

Year 9 
 

Name Award for: 

Izabella Fagg Art 

Joanna Okello Computer Science 

Carys Walton Design & Technology 

Sarina Di-Nonno Drama 

Nyasha Chara English 

Lydia Scalise Food 

Tamara Vera French 

Meena Amery Geography 

Elizabeth Kassim History 

Chisom Lemeh Maths 

Chidera Idika PE 

Leona Mundy-Castle RE 

Snneha Azim Science 

Jasmyn Chowdhury Spanish 
 

Year 10 
 

Name Award for: 

Kehinde Odutayo Computer Science 

Tammy Thoong Design & Technology 

Roya Prabakaran Drama 

Caoimhe Copley English 

Danniella Vercaigne Food 

Emily Riley French 

Gabriella Okafor Geography 

Viana Selimi History 

Dasolami Ibeyemi Maths 

Keziah Johnson Media Studies 

Viana Selimi PE 

Viana Selimi Photography 

Sophie Pasztor RE 

Iram Nazir Science 

Gabriella Okafor Spanish 

Ayomini Mustapha Textiles 
 

Year 11 
 

Name Award for: 

Keona Amanor Fine Art 

Alyssa Merrell Computer Science 

Itunnuoluwa Adewa-Faboro Design & Technology 

Ije Chidi-Ileka Drama 

Benita Ikwudilia English 

Aukse Gusevaite Food 

Ope Lawal French 

Sylvia Jefia Geography 

Veronica Thomson History 

Ausra Maria Antanaityte Maths 

Tiara Williams Media Studies 

Amelie Soong PE 

Jaida-Lou Quilter-Brill Photography 

Omotoyemi Ogunbo RE 

Darcey Rose Science 

Jessica Meshi Spanish 

Shivaani Krishkumar Textiles 

 
All students are rewarded achievement points for being on 
or above target at each Progress Check. 
 

Student of the Month Award – March 2024 
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Congratulations to our Jack Petchey Award winners for April, 
May and June 2024. 
 

April 2024 
Fauste Bukyte Year 9 

Fauste was nominated for the award as follows: 
“Since starting at Grays Convent, 
Fauste has stood out for her passion in 
raising awareness on many different 
matters such as the treatment of 
animals in sport. 
She spends much of her free time 
entering competitions for the school 
incuding Thurrock's Next Top Boss for 
which she produced a video. 

She displays a positive outlook to everything she approaches 
and aims high.” 
 

May 2024 
Kellie Eve Year 7 

Kellie was nominated for the award as follows: 
“Despite Kellie's SEN requirements that have made it 
challenging for her transition to secondary school, she has 
really embraced the change and flourished as an individual 
and member of our school community. 
She has become a key member of a new friendship group 
demonstrating to her peers her resilience and perseverance.” 
 

June 2024 
Isabelle Gardner Year 10 

Isabelle was nominated for the award as follows: 
“Isabelle is a very hard-working 
student and has particularly excelled in 
Drama where she is helpful in a group 
and conscientious to listen to 
everyone's ideas in a caring manner. 
As well as giving up her time to take 
part in the annual School Production 
she has been a valued member of the 
Eco Club where she has taken charge of 

the vegetable garden. 
She has successfully completed her LAMDA exams and 
consistently achieves high grades - all whilst displaying a 
cheerful demeanour and smiling throughout!” 
 
Well done to all our girls, we are so proud of you! 

Mrs Brown 

 
 
It was the Under 13’s Essex 
County Girls Football 
League Cup Final.  Mia 
McCaffrey in Year 8 plays 
for Billericay Town U13s 
Red in the Midfield/Left 
Wing position where she 
has played from its start. 
 

The cup run started at the 
end of January and 
following 4 wins and a very 
close Semi-final against 
Broomfield Girls on 14th 
April, Billericay sealed their 
place in the final against 
Rayleigh Raptors on penalties, with Mia being picked to take 
a penalty and scoring from the spot! 
 

The final was held on 28th April and the girls won 1-0, taking 
home The President’s Cup for the first time.  Well done Mia, 
we are very proud of you! 

Mrs Lee 
 

 
 

The following is sent on behalf of Andrea 
Winstone, Head of School Effectiveness 

and SEND, Thurrock Council: 
 

Thurrock Council with our partners have had notification 
today that we will be having an Ofsted/CQC thematic review 
of our SEND Preparing for Adulthood arrangements, the 
survey below seeks your views on our partnership approach 
and services offered to young people as they prepare to 
transition into adulthood.  This is a really important 
opportunity for you to have your say and let Ofsted/CQC 
know how you experience these services; your view really 
matters! 
 

Can we ask that you complete the survey to share your views 
and experiences? 
 

These survey links will be open from 30 April 2024 to 17 May 
2024.  The survey links are: 
 

This survey is for children and young people with SEND (age 
11-25): https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Thurrock-CYP/ 
 

This survey is for all other respondents (professionals, 
parents and carers): 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Thurrock-parents-carers-
professionals/ 
 

Jack Petchey Achievement Awardees Mia helps bring it home for 

Billericay Town 

Share your views 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Thurrock-CYP/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Thurrock-parents-carers-professionals/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Thurrock-parents-carers-professionals/
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Prepare for “Excellent spelling!” at Spelling Tests, assessments and Spelling Bee! 
3 SPELLING BEE COMPETITIONS THIS YEAR 

For Year 7- Autumn Term     For Year 8 - Spring Term    For Year 9 – Summer Term 
Get ready! – Week 28 

 

For Year 7 For Year 8 FOR YEAR 9 

alliterative 
alternative 

apprehensive 
comprehensive 

corrective 
discursive 
exhaustive 
explosive 

investigative 
retrospective 

inhibit 

subjective 

belittle 

adjust 

identify 

ideology 

conformity 

inclusion 

exclusion 

vilification 

chart 
sidebar 
visualise 

summarise 
evaluate 

clarify 
argument 

problem and 
solution 

sequence 
quotation 

 
For Year 8: IDENTITY AND SELF 

inhibit - limit the range or extent of 

subjective - taking place within the mind and modified by individual 

bias 

belittle - cause to seem lesser or inferior 

adjust - alter or regulate so as to conform to a standard 

identify - recognise as being 

ideology - an orientation that characterises the thinking of a group 

conformity - correspondence in form, type, or appearance 

inclusion - the act of making a part of something 

exclusion - a deliberate act of omission 

vilification - saying or writing very unpleasant things about someone 
 
For Year 9: Non-fiction - Key Vocabulary terms 
chart: a way to organise and record information 
sidebar: a quick summary of the passage located on the side 
of the page 
visualise: the process of forming a mental picture based on a 
written description 
summarise: telling the main ideas of a piece of writing briefly 
in your own words 
evaluate: the process of judging something or someone in a 
work of literature 
clarify: pausing while reading to review past events in 
literature and to check someone's understanding 
argument: an opinion is given and is backed up with reasons 
and facts against another opinion 
problem and solution: a problem is a situation which is difficult to solve. A solution is the act of solving a problem. 
sequence: the order of events in a work of literature 
quotation: something said or written by a different speaker or author 
 

Learn them to improve your spelling!!! 
Miss Petrova 

  

Spelling Bee 



 

College Avenue, Grays, RM17 5UX Tel: 01375 376173 www.graysconvent.school E-mail: admin@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

Subject News… 

Mathematics 

SSLG 

Computer Science 

French 

Modern Foreign Languages Exams 

Maths question of the week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submit your answer by Tuesday at Break time in Room 
21 and receive 5 Achievement points for the correct 
answer! 

Mr Amenze 

What are the missing words? 
 

1) The Data __________ Act 2018 
2) __________ Processing Unit 
3) Universal ____________ Locator 
4) Artifical ________________ 
5) Local __________ Network 

 
 

Mr Burr 

Well done to our new Student Senior Leadership Group 
for putting together their noticeboard – now everyone 
can see who they all are.  Go take a look in the foyer!  
With special thanks to Miss Gray for her help with the 
photographs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers: 1) Protection 2) Central 3) Resource 4) Intelligence 5) Area 

Both Year 8 classes for French played Blooket during the 
lessons, for the first time.  This enabled them to 
consolidate vocabulary that they have learnt previously.  
The students were quite engaged and motivated! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms Paixao 

Ms Duque-Mora would like to thank all the Year 11s who 
recently took their language exams.  Everyone was on 
time for their session, which helps the exams run 
smoothly.  Well done, and we wish our Year 11s all the 
very best as they take the rest of their GCSE exams. 

Miss Duque-Mora 
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Great fun was had by all who took part in the most recent Spelling Bee competition. 
 
Spelling bee results as follows: 
 

Esther Mary Deborah Lydia 

9 8 10 10 

8 10 9 10 

8 10 10 10 

9 10 10 9 

6 7 6 9 

40 45 45 48 

 
Certificates and achievement points will be awarded next week.  Well done everyone! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Nyland 
 

 

 
 

Monday 6th May Bank Holiday Monday – School Closed Whole School 
Tuesday 7th May Year 11 Leavers’ Mass – 2:15pm Year 11 

Wednesday 8th May Year 8 HPV Vaccinations Year 8 
Thursday 9th May to Wednesday 

19th June 
Year 11 GCSE Exams Season Year 11 

Friday 10th May Rise Above Day – Pupils finish at 2:30pm Years 7-11 
Monday 13th to Friday 17th May Mental Health Awareness Week Whole School 

Thursday 16th May Year 10 Textiles Trip – ROH Year 10 
Thursday 23rd May Year 10 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm Year 10 

Monday 27th to 
Friday 31st May 

Half Term – School Closed Whole School 

Monday 3rd June Students return for 8:25am Whole School 

 
  

Spelling Bee Competition 

Key Dates and Events 
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Date Start Duration Subject Component Title 

Thu 09 May 08:40 1 hour 45 mins Religious Studies A Paper 1:  Catholic Christianity  

      
  13:20 1 hour 30 mins Drama Component 3: Interpreting Theater 

  13:20 45 mins Italian Paper 1: Listening (Higher) 

   45 mins Urdu Paper 1: Listening (Higher) 

  14:05 1 hour Italian Paper 3: Reading (Higher) 

   1 hour 5 mins Urdu Paper 3: Reading (Higher) 

Fri 10 May 08:40 1 hour 45mins Triple Science Biology Paper 1 (Higher) 

  08:40 1 hour 45 mins Combined Science Synergy Paper 1F 

  08:40 1 hour 15 mins Combined Science Trilogy Biology Paper 1 (Higher & Foundation) 

Tue 05 Mar     
Mon 13 May 08:40 1 hour 45mins English Literature Shakespeare & Post 1914 Lit. 

Wed 06 Mar     
  13:20 1 hour 30 mins Media Studies Paper 1 

Tue 14 May 08:40 35 mins French Paper1: Listening (Foundation) 

  08:40 45 mins French Paper 1: Listening (Higher) 

  09:15 45 mins French Paper 3: Reading (Foundation) 

  09:25 1 hour French Paper 3: Reading (Higher) 

      
  13:20 45 mins Chinese Paper 1: Listening (Higher) 

  14:05 1 hour 5 mins Chinese Paper 3: Reading (Higher) 

      

Wed 15 May 08:40 1 hour 15 mins History Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment 

Fri 08 Mar     
Fri 08 Mar 13:20 1 hour 30 mins Computer Science Computer systems 

Thu 16 May 08:40 1 hour 30 mins Mathematics Paper 1 (Non-Calc) Higher & Foundation 

Mon 11 Mar     
Mon 11 Mar 13:20 50 mins Religious Studies A Paper 2 

Fri 17 May 08:40 1 hour 45 mins Triple Science Chemistry Paper 1 (Higher) 

  08:40 1 hour 15 mins Combined Science Trilogy Chemistry Paper 1 (Higher & Foundation) 

      
Tue 12 Mar 13:20 1 hour 30 mins Geography B Paper 1: Global Geographical Issues  

Mon 20 May 08:40 2 hour 15 mins English Literature Paper 2: 19th Century Novel/Poetry since 1789 

Wed 13 Mar     
  13:20 1 hour 30 mins Media Studies Paper 2 

  13:20 1 hour 20 mins Italian Writing (Higher) 

Tue 21 May     
  13:20 1 hour 25 mins Urdu Paper 4: Writing (Higher)  

Thu 14 Mar 13:20 1 hour 30 mins Computer Science Paper 2: Computational Thinking & Algorithms  

Wed 22 May 08:40 1 hour 45 mins  Triple Science Physics Paper 1 (Higher) 

  08:40 1 hour 45 mins Combined Science Synergy Paper 2 Foundation  

  08:40 1 hour 15 mins Combined Science Trilogy Physics Paper 1 (Higher & Foundation) 

      
  13:20 1 hour 30 mins Physical Education Component 1: Fitness & Body Systems 

Fri 15 Mar 13:20 1 hour 25 mins Chinese  Paper 4: Writing (Higher)  

Thu 23 May 08:40 1 hour 45 mins English Language Paper 1: Fiction & Imaginative Writing 

Mon 18 Mar     
Fri 24 May 08:40 1 hour 15 mins French Paper 4: Writing (Foundation) 

   1 hour 20 mins French Paper 4: Writing (Higher) 

Mon 03 June 08:40 1 hour 30 mins Mathematics Paper 2 (Calculator) Higher & Foundation 

      
  13:20 1 hour 15 mins Physical Education Component 2:  Health & Performance  

  13:20 45 mins Russian Paper 1: Listening & understanding Higher 

  14:05 1 hour 5 mins Russian Paper 3: Reading and understanding Higher 

 

2024 GCSE Summer Timetable 
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Date Start Duration Subject Component Title 

Tue 04 June 08:40 35 mins Spanish Paper 1: Listening & understanding Foundation 

   45 mins Spanish Paper 1: Listening & understanding Higher 

  09:15 45 mins Spanish Paper 3: Reading and understanding Foundation 

  09:25 1 hour Spanish Paper 3: Reading and understanding Higher 

      
  13:20 1 hour 45 mins History Paper 2: British depth study & Period study 

      
Wed 05 June 08:40 1 hour 30 mins Geography B Paper 2: UK Geographical Issues 

Thu 06 June 08:40 2 hour 5 mins English Language Paper 2: Non-Fiction & Transactional Writing 

Fri 07 June  08:40 50 mins Religious Studies A Paper 3: Philosophy & Ethics 

      
  13:20 1 hour 45 mins Triple Science Biology Paper 2 (Higher) 

  13:20 1 hour 45 mins Combined Science Synergy Paper 3 Foundation 

  13:20 1 hour 15 mins Combined Science Trilogy Biology Paper 2 (Higher & Foundation) 

Mon 10 June  08:40 1 hour 30 mins Mathematics Paper 3 (Calculator) Higher & Foundation 

      
  13:20 1 hour 15 mins Spanish Paper 4: Writing Foundation 

  13:20 1 hour 20 mins Spanish Paper 4: Writing Higher 

Tue 11 June  08:40 1 hour 45 mins Triple Science Chemistry Paper 2 (Higher) 

  08:40 1 hour 45 mins Combined Science Synergy Paper 4 Foundation 

  08:40 1 hour 15 mins Combined Science Trilogy Chemistry Paper 2 (Higher & Foundation) 

      
  13:20 1 hour 20 mins History Paper 3: Modern Depth study 

Wed 12 June     

  13:20 45 mins Punjabi Paper 1: Listening (Higher) 

  14:05 1 hour Punjabi Paper 3: Reading (Higher) 

  13:20 45 mins Portuguese Paper 1: Listening (Higher) 

  14:05 1 hour Portuguese Paper 3: Reading (Higher) 

  13:20 45 mins Polish Paper 1:Listening (Higher) 

  14:05 1 hour Polish Paper 3: Reading (Higher) 

Thu 13 June     
      

Fri 14 June 08:40 1 hour 30 mins Geography B Paper 3: People & Environment Issues 

      
  13:20 1 hour 45 mins Triple Science Physics Paper 2 (Higher) 

  13:20 1 hour 15 mins Combined Science Trilogy Physics Paper 2 (Higher & Foundation) 

      
Mon 17 June  08:40 1 hour 30 mins Mathematics Paper 3 (Calculator) Higher & Foundation 

  08:40 1 hour 25 mins Russian Paper 4: Writing (Higher) 

      
  13:20 1 hour 15 mins Music Component 3: Appraising 

  13:20 1 hour 15 mins Spanish Paper 4: Writing (Foundation) 

  13:20 1 hour 20 mins Spanish Paper 4: Writing (Higher) 

Tue 18 June  08:40 2 hours  Design & Technology Written Paper 

      
  13:20 1 hour 20 mins Portuguese Paper 4: Writing (Higher) 

  13:20 1 hour 15 mins Punjabi Paper 4: Writing (Higher) 

  13:20 1 hour 15 mins Polish Paper 4: Writing (Higher) 

Wed 19 June 08:40 1 hour 45 mins Food preparation & nutrition Written Paper 

      

 
 
  

2024 GCSE Summer Timetable (continued) 



 

College Avenue, Grays, RM17 5UX Tel: 01375 376173 www.graysconvent.school E-mail: admin@graysconvent.thurrock.sch.uk 

 
 
Monday 29th April was the feast of Saint Catherine of Sienna, a truly Great Woman, Great Writer, 
Brilliant Theologian and Doctor of the Church 1347-1380 She had the stigmata-wounds of Christ in her 
body, which never decayed after her death.  Saint Catherine had the courage to speak truth to power 
in the 14th century and achieved a great deal in her short life of 33years.  Saint Catherine famously 
said: 
 
“BE WHO GOD MEANT YOU TO BE AND YOU WILL SET THE WORLD ON FIRE!” 
 
We prayed for Prince William and Catherine Princess of Wales on their 13th Wedding 
Anniversary and especially for healing of the Princess. 
 

May is the Month of Mary and the Holy Rosary 
Mary points us to Jesus and says: “DO WHATEVER HE TELLS YOU.” Jn.2:5 
Mrs Johnson prepared a most beautiful assembly about Mary the Mother of God and how to pray the 
Holy Rosary, focussing on the Glorious mysteries of Jesus’ Resurrection and beyond as we are 
celebrating the 50 Days of Easter up to Pentecost. 
SAINT JOSEPH, PATRON SAINT OF WORKERS, 
PRAY FOR US AND ALL WHO ARE DOING EXAMS 
On 1st May we celebrated the Feast of Saint Joseph the Worker and we 
prayed for all who are unemployed to find work which uses their unique 
God-given talents.  We asked Saint Joseph to pray for all those doing 
exams, especially for our Year 11’s doing their GCSE’s. 
Today it is the Feast of Saint Philip and Saint James the Apostles who were 
martyred for their faith in the risen Lord.  Jesus nicknamed James and his 
brother John ‘Sons of Thunder’ Mk.3:17 Philip famously said to Jesus 

“show us the Father”.  Jesus replied “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” Jn.14:8-9 
 

Tomorrow is the NATIONAL FEAST OF THE 40 MARTYRS OF ENGLAND AND WALES 
They had the courage to stand up for their faith and speak the truth.  You might recognise some of these famous names: St 
John Fisher, St Thomas More, St John Campion, John Payne, and some women too: 
Margaret Clitherow née Middleton, Anne Line née Higham.  Saint Anne Line was from Dunmow in Essex and was hanged at 
Tyburn in London.  Saint John Payne was also a local Essex saint who lived in Ingatestone and was martyred in Chelmsford.  
If you research any of their stories you will see why they are considered such good role-models that many schools have been 
named after them. 
 

Bank Holiday Monday is the First Anniversary of the Coronation of King Charles lll 
We prayed for his good health to be fully restored in our Form Prayers. 
Thursday 9th May is the Feast of the ASCENSION OF THE LORD and is a Holy Day of Obligation 
We are unable to celebrate Mass in school that day, due to GCSE’s in the hall, therefore please will you ensure that your 
daughter attends your local Parish Mass in the evening.  This is particularly important for those who are making the 
Sacrament of Confirmation or have already done so. 
 

TIMES OF MASSES FOR THE FEAST OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD: 
St Thomas of Canterbury Grays Thursday 9th May 9am and 7pm 
Our Lady Star of the Sea Tilbury VIGIL MASS FOR THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
Wednesday, 8th May 7.30pm TILBURY 
Thursday, 9th May Mass for FEAST OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
9.15am TILBURY, 11.15am & 7.30pm STANFORD 
 

MARY PONDERED GOD’S WORD AND TREASURED IT IN HER HEART. 
In the month of May families traditionally pray the rosary together in the evenings.  I was returning from Lourdes by train 
one Summer when a family sitting nearby were a bit fraught trying to stop their little ones running up and down the train on 
the long journey.  Suddenly at 6pm the children came and sat down quietly of their own accord and took out their rosary 
beads and the whole family joined in praying the rosary.  They told me afterwards that they pray the entire Rosary 3 times a 
day and the little ones join in as much as they want. 

We had lots to celebrate this week: 
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Please continue to let me know if you have any prayer requests. 
God bless you, 

Miss Carson 
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At Grays Convent our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mrs Collis, and our Safeguarding Officers are Mrs Wells and Mrs 
Bishop.  Students can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the school day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Collis 
 

 
 

 
Mr Burr 

Pope Francis – Tweet of the Week 

 

Safeguarding our Children at Grays Convent 

Internet Safety Tip – TikTok 

 

Worried about a child? 
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns.  Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent. 

• Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

• Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. 

• Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a child needs immediate 
protection. 

• Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk 

• NSPCC 0808 800 5000 www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/nspcc
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